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Hillsborough Street Construction is Moving Along
& Ahead of Schedule
Construction began May 20, 2009 with a
groundbreaking ceremony led by Mayor
Meeker.
The Hillsborough Street
Roundabout Project is scheduled to be
completed by September 2010, but is
currently running two months ahead of
schedule.
This newsletter is to update the
community with the current status of the
construction project, and to provide you
with information you may need as the
project progresses.
Remember—businesses are still open on
Hillsborough Street during construction!
As construction moves to the north side
of the street, two lanes of traffic will be
open and on-street parking will be
available on the south side. Pedestrian
access to be maintained to all businesses.
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Mayor Meeker and City Councilors Crowder,
Stephenson, and McFarlane are joined by the NCSU
Chancellor and representatives of the Hillsborough
Street Partnership and Hamlett Construction in kicking
off the Hillsborough Street project

New brick sidewalks line the south side
of Hillsborough Street

City staff as well as project
representatives are all available to answer
questions about the project and to speak
with community members. Contact them
using the phone numbers and email
addresses provided on the back page of
this newsletter.
Thank you for your continued
cooperation and patience during the
construction as the project approaches
completion this summer. Until then, we
encourage you to come and check out
what’s happening on Hillsborough
Street!
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Where Are We Now?
Construction is almost complete on the south side of Hillsborough
Street. Soon, two travel lanes and on-street parking on the south
side will be permanently open to vehicles and bicyclists. Pedestrians
are able to use the new sidewalks on the south side. Some of the key
elements that have been completed include:
Roads and Roundabouts
The Pullen Street Extension has been constructed
Both roundabouts, Hillsborough Street at Pullen Road and Pullen Road at Oberlin Road, are partially completed and are
open to traffic
Curb and gutter for the median from Enterprise Street to Oberlin Road has been constructed
Oberlin Road south of the Pullen Road Extension has been converted to a one-way street northbound
The segment of Watauga Club Drive opposite Enterprise Street has been closed and converted to a landscaped walkway
Streetscaping and Sidewalks
Streetscaping has been completed on the south side of Hillsborough Street from Oberlin Road to Logan Court, on the
north side of Hillsborough Street from Enterprise Street to Oberlin Road, along the east side of Oberlin Road, and along
Pullen Road and Pullen Road Extension
The brick walls around the Hillsborough/Pullen roundabout have been completed
Utility Lines
Water and sewer lines have been replaced from Pogue Street to Oberlin Road and crossing Hillsborough Street
Sanitary sewer lines have been replaced from Gardner Street to Pogue Street, and from Horne Street to Oberlin Road
The utility duct bank has been installed along most of the corridor and most of the conduit systems have been pulled
The utility poles will be removed by early March
Traffic Signals
New mast arms and traffic signals have been installed at all signalized intersections, and temporary traffic signals have been
removed
New street lights have been installed along segments of the corridor
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Coming Up Next
The project originally had three phases. Phase I is almost completed and parts of Phase II and Phase III have already been
done. The project is currently two months ahead of schedule, and is on track to be completed well before the September
2010 deadline.
In the next month, the contractor will move the majority of the construction activities to the north side of Hillsborough
Street. With most of the utility work completed, much of the remaining work will be focused on the streetscape
improvements:
Relocating utilities into the underground duct bank (February)
Removing all power poles (March)
Completing construction on the roundabout islands
Constructing brick medians along the center of Hillsborough Street
Replacing the curb and gutter and installing new sidewalks on the north side of Hillsborough Street from
Enterprise Street to Gardner Street
Landscaping the north side of Hillsborough Street, the roundabouts, the Pullen Park entrance, Pullen Road
Extension, Oberlin Road, and the side street on the north side of Hillsborough Street
Installing permanent street lighting, street
fixtures and furniture, and parking pay
stations
Installing pedestrian signals
Repaving, final paving, striping and signing
Discussions about the consideration of bike facilities along
the corridor are ongoing with the City. Currently, the
City’s bike plan calls for the installation of shared use lane
markings, or “sharrows,” through the corridor. The
sharrows would be placed within the buffer space
between the travel lane and parking, no greater than 250
feet apart. The center of the marking would be four feet
from the edge of parking.

Special Pull-out Section
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Traveling Through the Roundabout
How to Navigate the New Hillsborough Street
The roundabouts at Hillsborough Street/Pullen Road and Oberlin Road/Pullen Road opened to traffic in December 2009.
Construction crews have started work on the center island, and some final streetscaping and utility work still has to be
completed. During construction, the Hillsborough Street/Pullen Road intersection will operate as a large single-lane
roundabout. Once completed, it will become the only two-lane roundabout in Raleigh.
Although there are other roundabouts in Raleigh and the Triangle, you still may be unfamiliar with them. Here are a few
pointers as you get used to the new intersection.
Vehicles
Slow down as you approach and travel through the roundabout.
Yield to traffic already in the roundabout. Slow and, if needed, stop to wait for a gap before entering the roundabout.
(Note: You do not need to yield to traffic when in the roundabout, but use good judgment as we get used to the new traffic patterns.)
Give large vehicles extra space as they maneuver through the intersection.
Signal your exit so those behind you and at upcoming entrances know when you are exiting.
Always yield to pedestrians in the crosswalks. Pedestrians, bicycle riders and motorcyclists are often difficult to see, so
watch carefully for them.
For two-lane roundabouts—enter the intersection in the left lane for left turns, and the right lane for right turns. Stay in
your lane until you exit.
Pedestrians
Follow the sidewalks and stay within the crosswalks.
At the crosswalk—stop, look to the left, and wait for a safe gap in traffic before crossing to the small island.
On the island—stop, look to the right, and wait for a safe gap in traffic before crossing to the other side.
Bicyclists
If you are comfortable riding in traffic, take
the lane and circulate like you are a vehicle,
making sure you yield to traffic in the circle
when entering. Ride at the speed of the
circular roadway to discourage cars from
passing you.
If you are uncomfortable riding through the
roundabout, dismount and walk your bike
as a pedestrian at the crosswalks.
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Accessing Businesses—
Where Can I Park? Where Can I Walk?
With construction almost finished on the south side of Hillsborough Street, it will soon be time to get started on the north side.
Businesses will remain open during construction, and will be accessible to pedestrians and bicyclists. Construction will be
completed in half-block sections, and a minimum walkway of five (5) feet will be maintained at all times on the north side of the
street. New brick sidewalks and on-street parking will open on the south side after the switch.
In Your Car: With utility construction
finished, there should only be short periods of
time when Hillsborough Street is reduced to
one lane. Two lanes of traffic will remain open
most of the time. New permanent parking
spaces will be open on the south side of the
street for everyone’s use.
On Foot: Pedestrian access will follow one of
the three plans shown here, depending on the
type and location of construction during that
stage. Safety fencing and barrels will be used to
safely separate pedestrians from vehicles.
Temporary portable ramps will provide access
to businesses across construction areas when
work is against the storefronts.

Work Area Beside Businesses

Work Area Beside Parking

On Your Bike: If you are biking along
Hillsborough Street and feel comfortable riding
in the street, take the lane and pay attention to
traffic and pavement conditions around you. If
you are not comfortable riding in the street, be
courteous to pedestrians — dismount your bike
and use the sidewalk to walk through the
construction.
On The Bus: Wolfline, CAT, and TTA buses
will all run on the corridor, with improved
stops at Gardner Avenue, Horne Street, and Enterprise Street.
Work Area over Entire
Sidewalk / Walkway in
Parking Lane

KEEP INFORMED ABOUT THE PROJECT!!
Stay informed by going online to
Project Info: http://www.hillsboroughstreet.org/project
Construction Updates: http://hillsboroughstreet.wordpress.com or
via Twitter at http://twitter.com/hillsboroughst
Related News: http://hillsboroughstreetinfo.wordpress.com
Partnership / BID Updates: http://www.hillsboroughstreet.org

Call the project telephone hotline at
919-677-2004
Email the team and subscribe to listserv at
hillsboroughroundabout@ci.raleigh.nc.us

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Project Hotline ................................................................... 919-677-2004
City of Raleigh Public Works............................................. 919-996-3030
Construction Emergencies ............................................... 336-337-7323
Media Inquiries ................................................................... 919-996-3100

